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TSB2959/WT/28x5 SUGAR

The extra interest we’ve shown in our customers means they’ve been able to lie back 

and relax. Right now you can expect a bit more interest on your Term Investment too. 

Minimum deposit is $10,000 and interest is paid on maturity. Visit our Service Centre 

on the corner of Victoria Street and Claudelands Road or call us weekdays between 

8.30am and 9pm to find out more. 0508 872 2265 | www.tsbbank.co.nz

An Investment Statement for Term Investments and a Disclosure Statement are available from TSB Bank Ltd. Interest rates may change at any time. Interest is calculated on a calendar 
month basis. TSB Bank rated highest in ‘Excellent’ and ‘Very Satisfied’ ratings in the University of Auckland Bank Customer Survey 1999-2005, and reported the highest customer 
satisfaction rating in the Roy Morgan Financial Institution Monitor 2007.

8.8
FIXED FOR 13 MONTHS

p.a.

Expect us to take the 
stress out of investing.

School bus driver
off run over ‘push’
By Rebecca Harper

A Hamilton school bus driver has been sus-
pended after allegedly assaulting a student on her
run.

The Times understands the driver, known only
as Sarah, was stood down by her employer, GoBus,
after the incident.

Marc Dodds, the father of another student who
catches the bus to Fairfield College, is concerned
about his daughter’s safety and says she has been
repeatedly verbally abused by the driver and made
to walk down a dangerous road.

He tried to lay a formal complaint against the
driver last Tuesday, but was told by police there
was nothing they could do.

After a meeting at the college on February 11,
Mr Dodds said he was assured the problem would
be sorted out.

Numerous attempts to contact GoBus, which
runs the route, failed. ‘‘I’ve been given the run
around. I got put through to lots of people and
eventually (was) hung up on.’’

His daughter, Teresa, 12, said the bus driver
had verbally abused her, calling her ‘‘a f*king four-
eyed freak’’, a slapper and a cry baby when she
refused to get on the bus to go home one afternoon.

Teresa also witnessed an assault on a friend
nearly two weeks ago, an incident the driver was
suspended over.

‘‘She grabbed her by the arm and threw her bag
to the back of the bus and then pushed my friend
as hard as she could,’’ Teresa said.

She was angry about the way she was treated
and now was scared to get on the bus.

Mr Dodds was also worried that the driver
insisted Teresa walk 1km along busy Piako Rd,
northeast of Hamilton, rather than picking her up
and dropping her off at their gate.

‘‘Trucks go down there at 110km/h, I’m not
having my daughter walk down that road,’’ Mr
Dodds said.

Teresa now had trouble sleeping and was often
‘‘strung out’’ when she arrived home from school.

Mr Dodds wants the bus driver to lose her job.
‘‘I want her fired,’’ he said. ‘‘I want charges laid

for the way she’s treating children, the way she’s
driving and the fact she’s putting children’s lives
at risk by making them walk.’’

Fairfield College deputy principal John Tylden
confirmed he met the Dodds and, since he had not
heard from them again, believed the issue was
cleared up. He recently had a second complaint
from a different parent about the same bus driver.

The school did not often have complaints about
bus drivers, but went through a process when it
did. ‘‘I meet with the parents, investigate the situ-
ation and, if I think something needs addressing,
I contact the bus company,’’ Mr Tylden said.

In this case, he contacted Go Bus. The driver
had been stood down and he understood she would
not be back on the run.

GoBus commercial director Craig Worth said
the company was aware there had been an issue
and it had been dealt with. He declined to com-
ment any further.

OPEN WIDE: Natasha Riddell will receive free dental treatment in an initiative organised by dentist Dr Katie Ayers. PICTURE: Mark Taylor.

Trusts help special needs kids get dental care
By Natalie Akoorie

Fifteen special needs children
will receive desperately needed
dental treatment thanks to three
Waikato trusts which have
joined forces to fund the $34,000
initiative.

Spearheaded by specialist
paediatric dentist Dr Katie
Ayers, the initiative allows the
group of intellectually disabled
and special needs children to
have the treatment at Braemar
Day Hospital.

The children were taken off the
Waikato District Health Board
waiting list after the Braemar
Charitable Trust, the Perry

Foundation and Foundation
2020 stepped up to cover the
treatment costs.

‘‘Unfortunately the children’s
oral health needs are so great
they can only be treated in hos-
pital under general anaesthetic,’’
Dr Ayers said.

Those requiring dental care be-
yond the scope of the school den-
tal service are referred to a den-
tist or, in severe cases, to public
hospitals for treatment under
general anaesthetic.

‘‘Special needs children are
particularly disadvantaged when
it comes to more complex dental
care,’’ she said. ‘‘This is because
they are competing for access to

public hospitals with people who
have more urgent health needs,
and paying for private treatment
is simply out of the question for
most of these children’s families.’’

Eleven-year-old Natasha
Riddell, of Gordonton, is to be
one of the 15 children who will
receive the free treatment. Dad
John Riddell said it had been 21⁄2
years since Natasha had her
teeth looked at by a dentist.

He said Natasha’s intellectual
disability meant she had to have
a general anaesthetic for dental
work because she would not open
her mouth to a dentist otherwise.

‘‘That’s why we have to go
through the hospital system.’’

Mr Riddell said Natasha had
been called up to Waikato Hos-
pital for the work but because
the theatre x-ray machine was
broken, she would have to have
mouth x-rays before being put
under the anaesthetic – not an
option for the Riddells. ‘‘We were
thrilled when we were told we
would be able to go through
Braemar because we don’t know
whether she’s got cavities – she
can’t let us know that she’s got
pain other than crying and that
could mean a number of things.’’

He and wife Gail were grateful
to the three trusts. They
expected Natasha to have the
dental work in two weeks.

Taupo festival to
erupt in fiery start

Taupo’s arts festival will have a fiery start to 10
days of music, dance, theatre and comedy.

The Erupt arts festival has drawn heavily on
Taupo’s location on the Volcanic Plateau, the geo-
thermal centre of New Zealand, and Ngati Tu-
wharetoa’s storytelling of fire, light and explosion.

Held from May 8 to 18, it will be based at the
Great Lakes Centre.

There will be national and international acts,
including a world premiere from percussionists
Strike.

Strike will set the scene, on the first Saturday
night performance on May 10, with an outdoor
pyrotechnic and lighting display called The Big
Bang. – The Dominion Post

STUDY IN ART: Hamilton pensioner Lesley Husband examines a model she made for a previous interior design class.
This week she graduates from Wintec’s interior design diploma. PICTURE: Kelly Hodel

Art creates lasting life journey
By Natalie Akoorie

A love of art has led Lesley Hus-
band on a life of learning and this
week the pensioner picks up yet an-
other qualification, a diploma in in-
terior design.

Mrs Husband is one of more than
3000 Wintec students graduating
from a host of courses, but she is prob-
ably the only one who is in her late
60s and already has a string of studies
to her bow. ‘‘To me age is nothing,’’
she said. ‘‘I have a real love of art and
the more I learn the more I want to
learn.’’

And having to take six months
longer to complete the two-year dip-
loma – because she had to learn to use
a computer – was not an issue.

Since discovering art, specifically
sugarcraft, at age 21, Mrs Husband
has not looked back.

‘‘I thought to myself, ‘that is abso-
lutely magnificent. If you can do it, so
can I’, and that’s what started me.’’

After raising their three children,
she and husband Brian ‘‘left home’’ in
1992 and moved to London to allow
Mrs Husband to pursue her art.

‘‘I was invited to go to London on a
course in art design, by a teacher with
the City and Guilds of London Art
School.’’ There she completed two

classes in sugarcraft, working with
boiled sugar, followed by a course in
floristry in Guildford.

‘‘At that stage I realised that they
didn’t really know enough about the
placement of flowers and the general
positioning of things in sugarcraft.
That was a huge learning curve.’’

From there Mrs Husband attended
Richmond College to study a certifi-
cate in interior design.

At the same time she entered a
British sugarcraft competition and
won highly commended for her efforts.

In 1994 while studying floristry Mrs
Husband worked part-time for a flor-
ist who competed at the Chelsea
Flower Show. ‘‘So I got to do work at
Chelsea. I also did an exhibition piece
(a Japanese garden setting) in con-
junction with other students, which
won a gold at Chelsea.’’

Following the interior design certifi-
cate Mrs Husband was asked to work
in the south of France near the
foothills of the Pyrenees, to design a
floor in a three-storeyed, 12th century
building.

That allowed her and Mr Husband
a chance to visit other parts of
Europe, drinking in the art, architec-
ture and culture.

In all, the pair spent 12 years on
and off living abroad and finally

returned to their Hamilton home four
years ago.

Mrs Husband said she was happy
and slightly relieved to have
completed the Wintec diploma and
was particularly proud to be gradu-
ating.

‘‘It’s the first time I’ve worn a gown.
I’m very pleased with what I’ve done
and I’ve met some of the most wonder-
ful students at Wintec, so clever.’’

For now Mrs Husband is
redecorating the couple’s 1970s,
architecturally-built home with some
of her newfound ideas and
experiences.

After that though, the pair plan to
travel again, but this time they want
to go by cargo ship.

‘‘One place we would both love to go
to is Japan, because in Japan they
have the most wonderful ideas and
they are driven to work hard and are
so precise, and make some of the most
wonderful materials.’’

Of the 3000-strong students gradu-
ating from Wintec, 10 per cent are
Asian, 25 per cent are Maori and Pa-
cific, and about 60 per cent are
European. The sexes are equally split
with about half men and half women.

Courses range from business and
administration to sport and exercise
science.


